Chapter Eleven
"Interest Groups" (AKA Factions)
( Free response question:  Analyze and explain the statement that says:  “The problems of honest lobbying appear to outweigh the traditional problems of dishonest lobbying.” 

 

The Role and Reputations of Interest Groups

( Define interest group. 

( Describe the differences between one and a political party. 

( What do the authors mean regarding the differences between parties and interest groups in the area of policy. 

( Why do interest groups get a bad rap? 

 

Theories of Interest Group Politics

( Outline the varying theories of interest group politics (remember Chapter 1?): 

pluralist elite hyperpluralist 

( What is the network of subgovernments, to which the authors refer? 

 

What Makes an Interest Group Successful?

(List the factors that affect the success of an interest group. 

( Why are large groups often not as effective as small interest groups?  (Olson's law) 

( Define selective benefits. 

( Define Single-issue group 

( What is the role of money? What does it buy? 

 

Interest Group Explosion

( Note how much the number of interest groups has grown. 

( How do you think this has this affected the model of the Iron Triangle? (in our book, subgovernments) 

( What do you think this growth means for sectors of society that do not have an interest group? 

 

How Groups Try to Shape Policy

( Define Lobbyists. 

( Identify the roles they play. 

( Identify the role interest groups play in elections.

( How do interest groups use the courts? 

( How do interest groups seek to alter public opinion? 

 

Types of Interest Groups

( List and describe the kinds of interest groups and include examples in the following classifications: Economic, Energy/Environment, Equality, Consumers/Public Interest. 

( Trace and illustrate the decline of labor's clout. (Make a timeline of events)

 

Understanding Interest Groups

( Be able to describe James Madison's views and the views of contemporary political theorists on interest groups and democracy 

( What effect have interest groups had on the scope of government? 

