A.P. Gov:  Free Response Survival Guide
Never show up on test day without reviewing the survival strategies listed below
1. A FREE RESPONSE IS NOT AN ESSAY; never write an introduction or conclusion.

2. Count the tasks the question asks you to perform. 

3. If the prompt uses letters and numbers to guide your response, be sure to organize your response on the left margin with the same letters and numbers. 

4. Make use of transition words:  FIRST, SECOND, ANOTHER, FINALLY, etc.

5. Know the difference between key verbs: LIST, IDENTIFY, EXPLAIN, DISCUSS, ANALYZE.

6. Whenever you have an example to offer, OFFER AN EXAMPLE!  SHOW WHAT YOU KNOW!

7. Never “name-drop” court cases or legislation; always include a brief explanatory clause to prove to the reader you know what you’re talking about.  This should be the case for every terms you incorporate into your answer.

8. Before you turn in your work, go back and check that your response follows each of the tasks required in the prompt.   Did you score all the points?  There is not penalty for guessing, so make sure to take an educated crack at each one.

9. Check out the FR Hints and the past FR Questions from previous years.

This is a list of sample free response questions listed by unit that may appear on your actual tests throughout the year.  Remember, however, that your teacher reserves the right to change some of the questions or create new ones for test day. 

10.  See the Real Thing!

Follow the link below to the AP Central website for a look at every free response question appearing on the actual exam from 1999-2007; that’s 36 total free response questions!  HINT:  The wise student browses this site before each of our unit tests!

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/members/exam/exam_questions/2086.html#name06
