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Meadow Ridge
Parent Handbook




9:00 a.m.

9:20

11:40 — 12:00
12:00 — 12:20

12:05 -12:25
12:25 —12:45

12:30 - 12:50
12:50 - 1:10

1:50 — 2:05

2:15-2:30

3:15

Breakfast served in the cafeteria
Student Entry and School Begins

Lunch: Grade 1 and Grade 2
Recess: Grade 1 and Grade 2

Lunch: Grade 3 and Grade 4
Recess: Grade 3 and Grade 4

Lunch: Grade 5 and Grade 6
Recess: Grade 5 and Grade 6

Afternoon Recess Grades, 1, 2, 3
Afternoon Recess Grades, 4, 5, 6

Dismissal

9:20 — 11:45 AM Kindergarten
12:45 — 3:15 PM Kindergarten




wn

wn ke

BooNok~wNE

Safe, calm, orderly, and timely school environ-
ment.
Arrival time of 9:10 am

When students arrive on school grounds, thelyweilk
directly to their assigned areas.
In their assigned areas, they visit quietly.
Shortly after the 9:15 line-up bell rings, teaxshwill greet
their students.
After the 9:20 bell, teachers will walk theingents quietly
to their classrooms.
Students arriving at the classroom after 9:25 a re-
quired to have a tardy pass from the office.
Students are expected to stay outside until. 9:20
Exceptions:
Kindergarten students are to gather in their agsign
areas in the cafeteria

Students eating breakfast at school enter theihgild
through the cafeteria doors.

Students who finish breakfast after 9:20 will ggtaess
from the office but will not be counted tardy.

All other students in the building before 9:20gnhave a
pass from their teacher showing that their entty the
building has been pre-arranged.

&' $

To create a safe traffic pattern.

To maintain a quiet, respectful, learning envinent.

To communicate clear expectations for individualthe
hallway.

To provide for building-wide consistent hallwaghavior.

Walk on the right side of the hall.

Stay in a single-file line.

Keep hands, feet, and objects to oneself.

Face forward.

Give the “right of way” to classes going to Spésts.
Classes are to pass silently in hallway.
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Provide a safe, positive environment on theplay
ground
Provide respect for people and property

All staff will teach, review, and support plaggnd
rules.

Individuals will treat others with respect.

Students, staff, any special programs will fallechool
playground rules

Playground rules will be applied consistently

All students will have equal opportunity to peifate
according to rules of the game.
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Students will come into the cafeteria and beeskin
a timely and orderly manner.

The cafeteria will be a pleasant time to sopéaéiind
eat.

Respect will be shown to all individuals.
Students will develop an appreciation for heaht
safety issues related to eating.
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Classroom teachers will walk students to theteaia,
monitor the line through the Skyward Meal Ststem,
and check the class table before leaving.

Students will use “inside voices” while visitimgth
neighbors.

Students will sit three to four per bench.

Students will clean their eating area when fiath
Students will use appropriate table manners.
Students will eat only their own lunch

Students will bring necessary items to the eai@t

Students working in hallway must be quiet, aktand leave hallway clear.

Teachers with students in hallway must leave dpen to monitor.

Students are to go directly to their destination

. Everyone, except staff, must enter throughrthve doors, check in at the office and wear a

visitor’s pass.

11. Expectations are presented, posted, sent lamdeyeriodically reviewed.
12. Expectations are adhered to and enforced Ispadfl students and parents.
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Resource Room: The Resource
Room provides specialized assistance
for children who have been formally
identified as having a specific learning
difficulty. To be eligible, students must
be referred, tested and qualified
based on current Washington State
law.

LAP: (Learning Assistance Program)
These are state-funded programs that
provide specialized academic
assistance for students in
kindergarten through fourth grade
who are having academic difficulties
in the regular classroom.

Speech-Language Program:

Students with speech, language, voice
and/or fluency disorders are seen by
the speech-language pathologist on a
weekly basis. They are seen individu-
ally or in small groups, depending on
the type of disorder and the severity.
Students are identified for this program
through evaluations after teacher or
parent referral.

Intervention Specialist:  The school In-
tervention specialist, Mrs. Pfiffner, works
with the school staff to assist students
with additional academic support, coun-
seling and referrals to community ser-
vices. Mrs. Pfiffner is available to par-
ents to address concerns about their
child’s social, emotional and/or behav-
loral issues.
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Throughout the school year our students are assessed in a variety of ways to provide feedback to
parents on their child’s learning progress and to plan instruction in the classroom. Your child’s
attendance, plus proper nutrition and rest during that time, are crucial elements in your child’s
success. Please make every effort during these testing times to have your child at school and
physically prepared to demonstrate their best.

Listed below are some of the major assessments that your child may be involved in this year.
Additional testing times for each classroom will vary. If you have questions concerning any of the
assessment, please talk with your child’s teacher.

Kindergarten: Dist “K” Assessment (throughout the year), Running Records (Dec. — June) and
DIBLS

First Grade: Running Records/QRI* (throughout the year) and DIBLS
Second Grade: Second Grade State reading test (Sept.-Nov.) and DIBLS

Third Grade: Running Records/QRI (throughout the year), Washington Assessment of Student
Learning (WASL) (April/May) and Math CRT

Fourth Grade: QRI 9 (throughout the year), Washington Assessment of Student Learning
(WASL) (April/May) and Math CRT

Fifth Grade: QRI (throughout the year), Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL)
(April/May) and Math CRT

Sixth Grade: QRI (throughout the year), District Writing Assessment (February)
Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL) (April/May)
Math CRT
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Regular attendance is essential for learning and is a necessary habit for a productive adult
life. However, if you child does not feel well, he or she should stay home since the first stage
of many illnesses is dangerous for your child as well as others. Parents are asked to call our
absence line (465-6670) in the morning if their child is ill and going to be absent. This is most
helpful to us and assures the school of the child’s safety. If your child will be out of school for
longer than three days, please inform the classroom teacher and a plan for keeping school-
work up-to-date will be advised.

Children my be excused for medical/dental appointments during school hours. The parent
must come into the school and sign the child out. The office will call the classroom

and have the student released.  Students must sign themselves back in at the office upon
returning. Additionally, it is felt that a child who is too ill to participate in recess is too ill to be
in school. Special consideration is allowed in exceptional cases; however, this must be
worked out with the principal, the child’s teacher and the school nurse.
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Bicycles must be walked across Freya under the supervision of the
adult crossing guard. Bicycles are never to be ridden on school
grounds between 8:15 a.m. and 3:40 p.m. All bikes must be parked
and locked in the area provided. The school cannot accept responsi-
bility for damaged or stolen bikes or equipment. We would also re-
quest that, for their safety, all students wear helmets when they ride
their bikes to school. Skateboards, roller blades, roller skates and scooters fol-
low the same rules as bicycles.

$6

All students riding a different bus
home or getting off
the bus at a stop
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School clubs and activities will be an-

other than their
usual one must
have a written note
from home to be
turned in at the start of the day to the
office. They will receive a bus pass
at the office. This includes activities
such as Scouts, dance lessons and
social visits. For any on-going group
programs, students should bring a
permission note and a continuing
bus pass will be issued.
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Before and after school care for
school-age children is available at
Meadow Ridge through the YMCA on
a daily or short-term emergency ba-
sis. For details call the YMCA at
838-3577 ext. 127. There is a sliding

fee scale, depending on income level.

nounced throughout the year, at which
time permission forms will be available in
the office.
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There are two regularly scheduled parent/
teacher conferences during the school
year, which coincide with the issuing of
the first and second report cards. Stu-
dents are released early on November
15-21, 2007 and March 24-28, 2008.
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Washington State Law mandates that any student bringing a firearm to school, onto a
school bus, or to any school-sponsored activity must be expelled from all Washington
State Schools. The firearm need not be loaded or in operating condition. A similar law
prohibits dangerous weapons such as sling shots and air rifles. Students are not have
pocket knives, laser pointers, matches and lighters or other potentially dangerous
items at school. Even a very young child bringing such an item to school for “show and
tell” faces serious consequences. Please take time to discuss with your child what is
not appropriate to take to school.

If you have information about weapons, drugs, alcohol or other criminal behavior in or
around our school or community, please call the Mead Safe School Hot Line at 465-
6099. It is a confidential, 24-hour, year-round service.

%5

In conjunction with Mead School District Policy and Procedure #5301, students’
choices in matters of dress should be in consultation with their parents. Student dress
shall only be regulated when, in the judgment of the school administrator, there is a
reasonable expectation that:
A health or safety hazard shall be presented by the student’s dress or appearance;
Damage to school property shall result from the student’s dress;
A material and substantial disruption of the educational process will result from the
student’s dress or appearance.

Clothing that displays obscene, sexual, drug, alcohol, and/or tobacco messages is pro-
hibited. Gang related apparel along with clothing that create an atmosphere in which a
student, staff, or other person’s well being is hindered by undue pressure, behavior,
intimidation, overt gesture, or threat of violence are also prohibited.

To better clarify other possible areas of “material and substantial disruption of the edu-
cational process, "the following guidelines will be applied:
. Hats and other head apparel may not be worn while inside the building.
Shirts need to fit in such a manner that the waist, back, and chest are covered while
sitting, standing, and playing.
Skirts, dresses and shorts need to be mid-thigh in length.
Pants need to be worn at or above the hip-level.
Undergarments are to be covered at all times.

If a student’s attire is objectionable under these provisions, the school principal shall
request the student to make appropriate corrections and the student’s parents will be
notified. If the situation is unable to be corrected, the student will be removed from the
classroom until the parent or the school is able to provide a change in clothing.



%52 8 ('

When the cold weather is upon us and as it gets colder and wetter it will bring snow
pants, boots, hats, coats, scarves, gloves or mittens. Please help us by having your
child’s name on each item. Imagine trying to keep track of 24 of everything!

We'd also like them to bring an extra pair of socks or two and shoes to wear inside

the building, once the boot season is upon us. It's hard

to wear wet socks and boots all day. Boots are not safe  MAL,
——

for P.E. classes. A
V4 ' \

Please send dry clothes in a plastic bag and we will then
use to place their wet items in to return home.

' (30.(00 (05. . $62210.

1. Everyone at the Mead School District has the right to feel respected and safe.
Consequently, we want you to know about our policy to prevent harassment,
intimidation and bullying on the basis of race, color, religion, ancestry, national
origin, gender/sex, age, sexual orientation, or disability.

2. A harasser may be a student or an adult. Harassment may include the following
when related to religion, race, sex, or gender.

Name calling, jokes or rumors;

Pulling on clothing;

Graffiti;

Notes or cartoons;

Unwelcome touching of a person or clothing;

Offensive or graphic posters or book covers, or;

Any words or actions that make you feel uncomfortable, embarrass you,

or hurt your feelings.

3. If any word or action makes you feel uncomfortable or fearful, you need to tell a
teacher, counselor, supervisor, or the principal.

4. You may also make a written report. It should be given to a teacher, counselor,
supervisor, or the principal.

5. Your right to privacy will be respected as much as possible.

6. We take seriously all reports of religious, racial or sexual harassment of violence
and will take appropriate actions based on your report.

7. The School District will also take action if anyone tries to intimidate you or take
action to harm you because you have reported.

8. This is a summary of the School District policy against religious, racial and sex-
ual harassment. Complete policies are available in the School and District of-
fices.

RELIGIOUS, RACIAL AND SEXUAL HARASSMENT ARE AGAINST THE LAW
DISCRIMINATION IS AGAINST THE LAW
RCW 9A.365.080 (3)
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All classroom teachers will assign homework.
The best way to help your children with their
schoolwork is to show your interest and enthu-
siasm about their achievements. Assist your
children, but don’t do the work for them. Here

&

No smoking is permitted on the school property, in compliance with state law. The Mead School
District believes, that use of illicit drugs and unlawful possession and use of alcohol and tobacco is
wrong and harmful and is strictly prohibited. All students in the district are held to the same stan-
dards and expectations. Compliance with these standards is mandatory.

Drug, alcohol and tobacco advertisements on T-shirts, jackets and other clothing are not permitted
to worn at school or school-sponsored activities.

Information about any drug/alcohol counseling, rehabilitation and re-entry programs is available
from the school social worker.

If you have information about weapons, drugs, alcohol, or other criminal behavior in or around our
school or community, please call the Mead Safe School Hot Line at 465-6099. It is a confidential,
24-hour, year-round number.
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Throughout the school year, classrooms take a variety of field trips with students as part of the
overall educational experience at Meadow Ridge. Information concerning the field trip will be sent
home by the classroom teacher along with a permission slip that must be signed and returned the
all students. Students will not be allowed to attend the field trip without written permission from the
parent/guardian. On most trips parents are welcome to join students but must contact the teacher
prior to the trip to let him/her know that they will be attending. All parents who attend field trips with
our students are required to submit a Washington State Patrol background check form to the office
before chaperoning any trips.
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Washington State has specific immunization require-
ments that must be met before your child may attend
the first day of school. All students must present or
have on file documentation of their immunization
status.

are some additional ideas on how to help with

schoolwork: Students entering kindergarten:
1. Set aside a certain time for homework. DTP/Td.. at least 4 doses, if the last dose is given on
2. Read to your children or have them read to or after age 4.
your. Oral Polio...3 doses if given on or after age 4-
3. Ask questions about what they read to in- otherwise 4 doses are needed.
crease their comprehension skills. These Measles/Mumps/Rubella...2 doses required, 1st
can be general or teailed questions. dose administer on or after age 1, and the second
4. Have students write stories about a trip or dose administer at least 28 days after 1st dose.
interesting things that happen to them. Hepatitis B... series of 3 doses.
5. Play games with students to practice math Students entering sixth grade:
facts and spelling words. DTaP/DTP/DT booster prior to entering the 6th
6. Let the teacher know if your child is experi- grade. Also need date of when child had chicken pox

encing great difficulty with the nightly home-
work.

or their last varicella vaccine.



Lost and Found

All students visit the school library on a reguasis for lessons,

stories and book checkout. The main goal of twaty program

is to encourage the enjoyment of reading for pleaand informa-

tion. Teaching responsibility is another goalud&ints who lose

books will be responsible for the replacement cd&iu can help

your child in these ways:

1. Provide a backpack, book bag or plastic bagtpkooks
safe and dry.

2. Have a special place at home to keep booksfaetoh of
pets and/or younger children.

3. Help your child return book on time.

4. Read with our child.

Hot lunch and breakfast are served daily. The school publishes a monthly calendar of menus.
Menu information can also be accessed on our district web site. If your child has any special
medical food problems, please send specific written instruction from your doctor.

Personal items may be claimed at
the office. Please check the lost and
found area in the cafeteria for your
lost belongings. Unclaimed items
are periodically give to charity.

Free breakfast and lunch is available to students that qualify according to state and federal
guidelines. Applications for free and/or reduced-price meals are available in the office.

The school has a debit accounting system that allows students to deposit money into an individ-
ual account. If you are paying for meals by check, please make note of your child’s name on the
check to ensure that their account is credited properly. Make check payable to Meadow Ridge
Elementary. You may also pay your balance online at www.mead.revtrak.net/tek9.asp. If your
paying for meals by cash, please place the cash in a sealed envelope. Write your child’s name
along with the teacher’'s name on the envelope to ensure that their account is credited properly.
Students can turn in money before class to Mrs. Patti who will be collecting money in the cafete-
ria or online before coming to school.

If you have more than one child at Meadow Ridge you can send one check or cash to be credited
to their accounts. As your children purchase breakfast, lunch and/or milk, the account will be
debited. Payment reminders will be sent home in Friday Folders when a negative balance is
owing or the account is getting low. You may check your child’s account on line by logging onto
family skyward access. Payments may also be made on line with a debit or credit card through

Breakfast ................ $1.25 Student Lunch............. $2.20

Reduced Breakfast....$ Free Reduced K-3 Lunch...... $ Free

Adult Breakfast......... $2.00 Reduced Lunch............ $ .40
Milk. $ .60 Adult Lunch................ $3.65




District personnel are permitted to administer medication in school only when there is a
written request signed the child’s parent or guardian and physician or dentist. The form,
available in the office, must accompany all nonprescription and prescription medicines to
be taken by student during school hours. The form must be updated annually at the begin-
ning of each school year. Medicines must be brought to school in the original bottle and
labeled with the student’s name. All medicines are locked in and dispensed from the

health room.
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Music activities take place at various school lmre in the district. Parents are responsibleforiding
transportation to the location of the activity. ef$tudents are bused back to Meadow Ridge afteicmus
There is no cost to the students for the instractiwt if an instrument is required, parents aspoasible

for providing it.

Before School

Choir:

Beginning Band:
Advanced Band:
Beginning Orchestra:
Advanced Orchestra:

There are two Fridays during the school year
that have been designated non-student days
for staff development. These two days will Oc-
tober 8 and March 18. In addition, there is one
other Friday , February 18, connected to a holi-
day weekend which will be a non-student day
as well.

Meadow Ridge’s school nurse identifies students’
health needs through vision, hearing and scoliosis
screening and follow-up. There may be opportuni-
ties fro the school nurse to consult with and assist
parents in carrying out their responsibilities fro their
children’s physical development. WE encourage
parents to call anytime with questions about their
children’s hearing, vision or general health. The
school nurse serves as a liaison between school,
home, medical and dental professions,

8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.
Grades 5 & 6
Grades 5 & 6
Grade 6
Grades 4,5 & 6
Grades 5 & 6
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Parents and relatives are encouraged to visit school. Chil-
dren are pleased to have visitors on any occasion. Please
contact the office or your child’s classroom teacher when
you wish to visit your child’'s classroom. All visitors are re-
quired by state law to check in at the office

Parents are welcome to join the students for lunch any
time. WE would appreciate it if you would let the office or
your child’s teacher know when are coming for lunch so we
may include you in our daily lunch count.
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We ask that you do not allow your child to bring
pwrsonal belongings such as tape recorders, radios,
cameras, toys, sports equipment, etc., since they are
frequently broken or lost and the school cannot be
responsible for them. Students bringing things for
“Show and Tell” are asked to keep them in a bag or
something similar and bring them out only at the ap-
propriate time.



Physical Education

Physical education is a required part of the
curriculum unless your child has a doctor’s
excuse. On days that students have PE,
please make sure that they wear or pring
appropriate athletic-type shoes.

Pickup, Drop-off and Parking Areas

Parents are requested to use the automobile
loop at the front of the building, for parking and
pickup. Please maintain a single file line of
traffic throughout the drop off area and never
let your child run between cars to reach the
sidewalk. Please pull to the curb to drop off
your children rather than block traffic and make
sure students exit on the sidewalk side of the
car. Please do not park in these drop off ar-
eas, but immediately proceed to exit the park-
ing lot or park in a designated spot. Thank you
for helping to keep our students safe.

Recess

Pictures

Individual and class pictures will be taken
during the school year. Class pictures a
service to parents and children and the
school does not require purchase of the
pictures. Written notices will always be
sent home with each child announcing
when the pictures will be taken and the
costs involved. Class pictures will be
taken in the Fall. Individual pictures will
be taken in the Spring.

School

Recess is a planned part of the daily curriculum. Each child should dress according to the weather to
participate in outdoor activities. A child returning after an illness is expected to go outdoors for recess.

With the arrival of the cold temperatures, it is important to remember to send your children to school with
an adequate coat, hat, gloves and footwear. Recess is a whole group activity and is an important time
for students to run and play. If conditions are bitterly cold or wet, we may decide as a building to stay
inside, but otherwise our expectations are that all students will go outside during the recess time.
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Ball cage is not a toy.
No racquet balls
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Sit on your bottom.

Swing forward and back, not sideways.

Do not climb on supports.
No jumping out swings.
Do not run under or through swings.

5

Only sit on domes.

No sitting underneath.

Do not jump off domes

Hang by hands only, not knees.
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School rules only—these are posted.
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Go one way only on ladder.
Do not sit or stand on top.
No hanging by knees.

No “penny drops”.
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School rules only.

Stay on your feet.

No tackling or slide tackling.

Keep your hands to yourself and your feet orgtioeind. No play fighting/
Stay inside the fence—if your ball goes overftéhreece see a supervisor.
No toys from home. Mr. Joe will provide scheguipment.

Shoes are to be worn at all times.

No throwing balls at each other—No “keep awagings
Jump ropes are for jumping only.
Line up immediately when the whistle blows a& trell rings. Recess is over.

20

Stay in line.

One person on ladder at a time.
Go down sitting—forward.

No climbing on slide.

No rocks on slide..
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No sliding on ice or hills.

Snow and ice stays on the ground,
Do not pick up or throw snow.

%'0%4 . $

Not cutting in line.

Grades 1,2,&3 regular game only
Don't waste time demonstrating.

When you have beaten 3 people you

get back in line.

57" 0.

Go one direction only .

Do not skip rings.

One person at a time on each side.

. 262
No profane language.
No fighting or play fighting.
No spitting.



Children may be excused for medical/dental appnoamits
during school hours. The parent magtne into the school

School Social Worker

Meadow Ridge’s social worker, Mrs.
Pfiffner is available to parents who have
particular concerns about their child’s
social, emotional and/or behavioral
needs. A wide range of concerns about
the child and family can be shared with
guaranteed confidentially. Our social
worker also works with the staff and stu-
dents to help meet every student’s social
and emotional needs.

Student Check Out
From School

office and sign the child cout. The office wilkth call the
classroom and have the student sent of the offibetre-

leased. Parents will need to wait for their clrldhe office

area. If the child returns to school later that theey are
sign themselves back in at the office before prdiegto
their classroom

Volunteers

Serious or Chronic Misbehavior/
Physical Violence

No physical violence will be allowed at school or t
and from school. Any students involved in fightdl w
be referred to the principal for formal disciplinBar-
ents are contacted in every case of fighting. &ttsl
are asked to walk away and notify the playground
supervisors if ever a student becomes aggressive to
ward them. Please call and talk with Mr. Vail dur
child is experiencing continuing problems.

Snacks

Students may bring nutritional snacks to
school to eat in the classroom under the
teacher’s direction. No eating is allowed
on the bus, in the gym or on school
grounds. Gum is not allowed at any time.

Voting Registration

All patrons who wish to register to vote or updéueir registration
may do so at the Meadow Ridge school office.

Our school welcomes volunteers-parent, guardidatives and other community

members. They enhance our programs and are eblalgsource.

Here are just a few ways we could use your help:
Jaguar Jam and other PTO activities.

Field trips

Helping with musical programs

Library helpers and book fair

Individual classroom helpers

Lunch time, study hall, computer lab
Reading and math tutoring programs

NogakrwbE

Withdrawal from School

Please notify the school office in advance of antic
pated withdrawal. All school books and suppliestmu
be accounted for at this time. Students must wétvd
in person.

May of the teachers use volunteers in the classrmom regular basis. Please
check with your child’s teacher, PTO volunteer aoator or our principal if

you are able to contribute in this way.

According to state laws, all volunteers workinghe school on a regular basis
will be screened. Any adults serving in a volunteggacity will be ased to fill
out a Washington State Patrol background check &orchsubmit it to the office.
All volunteers must sign in at the office and waaridentifying name badge dur-

ing the time they are in the school



