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September 2009 
 
 
Dear Parents and Community Members,  
 
The title of our annual report of progress, In Pursuit, reflects the continual commitment 
to growth and excellence that people in and around the Mead High School community 
have come to expect.  Throughout the 2008/09 school year, Mead staff and students 
proved that educating the whole child was of paramount importance.   
 
Within the pages of this document, we hope that our mission to offer a holistic education 
is illustrated through specific evidence of progress and work priorities that give focus to 
our academic, activity, art  and athletic programs. 
 
Thank you for your unwavering support of Mead High School.  I feel fortunate to be a 
part of this community and am sincerely honored to serve as the principal of such a 
dynamic school. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

������������
 
Ken Russell 
Principal 
Mead High School 
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The Staff at Mead High School is 
dedicated to providing an education 
that prepares all students for the 
demands of college and the 21st century 
workforce.  After Mead students make 
their way through commencement, it is 
the shared hope of all in the community 
that our students have a myriad of 
opportunities waiting for them during 
their thirteenth year. 

Academic Excellence at Mead High 
School has been evident through the  
many accomplishments of students and 
staff.  During the 2008-09 school year, 
four Mead students earned 
appointments to military academies, 
two were named Washington State 
Scholars and two were named  National 
Merit Scholars.  When combined with 
additional scholarship monies in excess 
of 5.5 million dollars, it becomes clear 
that academic press efforts are helping 
our students meet the intellectual and 
financial demands of college and the 
21st century workforce. 
 
In support of these students, staff 
members at Mead High School 
continue to grow professionally.  
Fifteen staff members have already 
earned National Board or Professional 
Certification, and ten staff members 
continue such pursuits while even more 
continue the journey to improve their 
craft and, therefore, help students 
within Mead classrooms. 
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Academic Programs at Mead High 
School continue to grow and flourish.  
The fall of 2009 will welcome four new 
offerings to our Advanced Placement 
(AP) program: French Language, 
English Language, Statistics and World 
History. 
 
The 2008/09 school year witnessed the 
expansion of AP at Mead High School 
with 238 students taking 475 exams.  
More importantly, Mead High School 
students are making the choice to 
stretch themselves intellectually and 
maximize their four years in high 
school. 
 
Two new academic programs that 
started in 2008/09 will continue to 
grow in 2009/10.  Both Project Lead 
the Way and AVID will welcome new 
groups of 9th grade students while 
continuing to meet the needs of 
students currently enrolled within these 
programs. 
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The Activities Program at Mead 
High School is crucial to the culture of 
acceptance and excellence the Mead 
community has come to expect. 
 
With the philosophy that involvement 
is key to the positive high school 
experience of each student, Mead High 
School values the numerous clubs and 
opportunities that are available to 
students once they enter as freshmen. 
 
Led by an influential Associated 
Student Body program that operates 
under the skillful eye of advisor Randy 
Mickelsen, numerous Mead High 
School students find their niche via a 
club, leadership camp, or co-curricular 
activity that uncovers a hidden skill. 
 
It is with confidence that the Mead 
High School Activities program boasts 
opportunities for each and every 
student.  Without question, students 
have choices that can enhance their 
education and create memories that last 
a lifetime. 
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Mead High School is proud to support 
a wide array of opportunities for 
students to experience the arts.  
Elective courses in jewelry, pottery, 
color and design, digital media, 
stagecraft, drama, band, orchestra and 
choir are all offered on a semester-
basis, and the rich experiences these 
classes present are some of the most 
cherished by students.     

According to the U.S. Department 
of Education, in addition to 
studying the arts for their own sake, 
experiencing and making works of 
art benefits students in their 
intellectual, personal, and social 
development. Research studies 
point to strong relationships 
between learning in the arts and�
fundamental cognitive skills and 
capacities used to master other core 
subjects, including reading, writing, 
and mathematics (2004).�
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The Athlet ic Department at Mead High School is 
proud to build upon a tradition of excellence that is 
unmatched in the Greater Spokane League.   
 
Although recognized across the state of Washington for 
numerous championships earned, Mead High School is 
most proud of the relationships fostered between 
coaches and student/athletes that nurtures a sense of 
community and belonging.   
 

By maintaining a clear focus on representing 
Mead High School with class, coaches and 
athletes alike are known for their commitment to 
sportsmanship and competition. 

 
Mead Panther Athletes understand that their 
actions, both inside and outside of the classroom 
and competitive arena, must reflect a total 
commitment to excellence.  
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