Guiding Question: How did the environment affect the pioneers on the Oregon Trail and how did they affect the environment as they met their needs?
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	How the environment affects the groups culture:

For sections A-C: Select the same number from the 1st and 2nd box. The top box is the “what” and the second box is the “why”.

	What is one specific example of this culture’s lifestyle:

1. Take only what is needed. 

2. When supplies ran out, they used what the environment provided.

3. Cooking techniques changed

4. Clothing changed to suit environment



	Explain how the environment helps create this example of lifestyle: 

1. Luxuries like feather beds, pottery and family heirlooms were often left behind.

2. Buffalo chips were used instead of wood, boiled buffalo or wolf grease replaced store bought grease (for wheels), pine pitch replaced calking tar to water proof wagons
3. Women had to learn how to cook with a Dutch oven or reflector oven.
4. Women sometimes adapted their traditional clothing to include pants and/or moccasins (from a diary entry). Women wore sunbonnets. Dresses were ankle length, bloomers, fewer petticoats, and no corsets. Men might wear tall boots to protect against snakes or moccasins

	What is one specific example of this culture’s tradition:

1. Traditional jobs and rolls changed. 

2. Children were expected to act like adults. 

3. Celebrations changed

4. “nooning” allowed everyone (including cattle to rest) mid-day

	Explain how environment helped create this example of tradition:

1. Some traditional jobs (doctors, blacksmiths) were still needed but others were not needed on the trail (bankers, farmers, shop keepers). Everybody has a job.

2. Children didn’t have traditional schooling they had to work like adults. 

3. Babies were announced after they were born in case the mother/child died.

4. The harsh conditions made a scheduled rest time necessary.

	What is one specific example of this culture’s beliefs:

1. Most immigrants were Christian and observed the Sabbath.

2. View of Native Americans changed based on their interaction on the trail



	Explain how how the environment helped create this example of belief: 

1. While most still tried to observe the Sabbath, they still worked as they repaired wagons, washed clothes or cooked extra food. If they fell behind schedule, they may have to travel on the sabbath

2. Early immigrants had good experiences with Natives but later immigrants did not as buffalo and other resources dwindled.


	How people affect their environment as they meet their needs:

	1st way the group affects the environment:

Wagon trains carved deep trails in the terrain and cattle/oxen overgrazed the trail.

	Explain the effect on the environment:

· As the trail became damaged and overgrazed, wagon trains made them wider in an effort to find better trails with more food. 

· Natives and Buffalo forces to adjust natural territory.

	2nd way the group affect the environment:

Immigrants hunted the buffalo for meat and for sport

	Explain the effect on the environment:

· Buffalo herds killed out

· Buffalo bodies left behind as waste

· Main food/clothing source for the Native Americans destroyed

· Natives became hostile towards “whites”



	3rd way the group affect the environment:

Immigrants began settling on the land along the trail as well as at the end of the trail

	Explain the effect on the environment:

· Native Americans forced off of their land

· Wild game killed or forced to find a new home

· Trees cut down to develop farmland and settlements


	How maps explain the interaction between people and the environment

	Map



	How does it show an interaction?




Definitions

Belief:  something that you feel is true even if you can’t prove it; sometimes has to do with religion.

Tradition:  A way of acting that is handed down from one generation to another

Lifestyle:  The habits and tastes an individual or group uses everyday.

So, belief is what you think is true about the world and the universe, tradition is the customs you learn from those older than you, and lifestyle is the way you live your everyday life. Culture is a combination of belief, tradition, and lifestyle.
Examples from modern American Culture

	Beliefs
	Traditions
	Lifestyle

	I believe in Christ.

I believe all men and women must have equal rights.

I believe everyone can and should read.

I believe my children will be successful.

I believe children have the right to go to school.


	Our family celebrates mother’s day at my sister-in-laws house with a brunch.

We open Christmas presents Christmas morning.

We use the good china for special occasions.

The birthday person chooses where to have dinner.
	My husband and I work.

We choose to have 3 cars.

We have 3 meals day plus snacks.

My children go to public school.

We have pets.
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